





What is an Institutional Repository?
SPARC definition:
“A digital collection capturing and 
preserving the intellectual output of a single 
or multi-university community.”
Crow, Raym. "The Case for Institutional Repositories: A SPARC Position Paper." 
ARL Bimonthly Report 223 (August 2002). 
Attributes of a Repository
 Institution-based
 Open access
 Managed by libraries
 Variety of content
DRUM Background
 Initial proposal to Provost from ULC May 2003
 Mission: store, index, distribute, and preserve the 
research works of UM faculty
 Launched in August 2004
 1,100 documents
 9,600+ documents as of April 2010
 Developed using DSpace
 open source
 active user community
 out-of-the-box implementation
DuraSpace
 Merger of DSpace Foundation and Fedora 
Commons in 2009
 Continue to support and grow DSpace and 
Fedora
 New offering: DuraCloud
 Hosted service based on cloud computing
 Add features to support access, preservation, re-
use, and sharing of content







5448 Theses & Dissertations (ETDs)
4201 Faculty/Student Contributions
9649 TOTAL
ETDs – Electronic Theses and Dissertations
 Mandatory since September 2003
 Submitted via the Web in PDF form
 Automatically deposited in DRUM
 Also available via ProQuest’s Digital 
Dissertations
ETD Embargo Options
 Restrict access for one year
 Patent protection
 Publish journal article
 Restrict access for six years
 Publish book
 Restrict access indefinitely
 Requires written approval by the Dean of the 
Graduate School
DRUM Deposit Policies
 Depositor must be a UM faculty member
 Depositor must have the ability to assign 
needed rights to UM
 Deposits must be substantive works of 
scholarship
 Deposits must be complete and able to stand 
alone as a work or collection (no notes, etc.)






How Does DRUM Work?
 UM faculty members deposit their work in 
DRUM 
 Paper is uploaded and bibliographic record is 
created
 Full text of the submitted work is indexed via 





 Participate in New Faculty Orientation
 Letter and email campaign to UM faculty 
maintaining links to papers from personal 
web pages
 Research centers and institutes
 Work extensively with librarian liaisons




 Fear of plagiarism
 Work associated with inconsistent quality
 Publishers might not accept articles for 
publication if freely available
Why Deposit in DRUM?
1) Research can be found, read, and used by a global 
audience 
2) Greatly increases the chances of the research being 
cited
3) Access is maintained with a permanent URL
4) Able to link to the permanent URL from any web page; 
no need to maintain files or changing URLs on 
personal web sites
5) Easy to deposit works along with associated content
6) Allows any researcher to locate documents of interest 
quickly and easily from any computer at any location
Preservation
 Libraries has no formal policies/procedures in 
place for digital collections
 DRUM is backed up regularly
 Some formats have been migrated 
 Majority of files are PDF
 PostScript → PDF
 Issues with audio files from School of Music
 Low quality .mp3 or .cda files
 Prefer .wav files
 New Preservation Librarian
Electronic Theses & Dissertations
 Maintain non-circulating print copy in 
Maryland Room of Hornbake Library
 ETD Preservation Archive
 MetaArchive & NDLTD (Networked Digital Library 
of Theses and Dissertations)
 Pilot program Jun 2008-May 2010 to examine 
collaborative preservation efforts
 Document best practices for ETD preservation 
readiness
 Establish and populate an ETD Archive
Questions?
Terry Owen
DRUM Coordinator
towen@umd.edu
